
 

Greeting: O God, Purify our lips, that we may sing your praise. 
  Saving God, come near us. Give us new hearts that we may love as Jesus loved. 

Doxology: Glory to you, three in one. 
  Your mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Psalm 6   

Antiphon: Our suffering world calls us to speak and act with integrity and clear intention. 

  (Side 1)      (Side 2) 
O my Beloved, though I have turned from You,  continue to enfold me with your love 
Be gracious to me, Heart of my heart,   for I am sad and weary. 
Surround me with your healing Light,   that my body, mind, and soul might heal. 
  
(Together)   How long must I wait, O Love? 
 

(Side 1)      (Side 2) 
I open the door of my heart to you,    my Beloved, 
Enter in and imbue me with your steadfast Love.  I shall remember You all my days; 
 
(Together)  I shall sing praises to You throughout the nights. 
 

(Side 1)      (Side 2) 
I am tired of so many fears;     I cry myself to sleep at night; 
grief and feelings of guilt     bedim my eyes with tears; 
 
(Together) All my doubts, my fears, are creating walls so that I know not love. 
 

(Side 1)      (Side 2) 
Depart from me, you enemies of wholeness  for the beloved is aware of my cry; 
Love has heard my prayer;     and hastens to answer my call. 
Though my fears are running for cover,   yet they shall be transformed by Love. 
 
(Together)  All that was in darkness shall come into the Light.     
 
 Antiphon: Our suffering world calls us to speak and act with integrity and clear intention. 

 

Psalms for Praying… An Invitation to Wholeness, Nan C. Merrill 



 

Reading: A Word of Comfort to Our Suffering World - Institute Chapter 2017, Joy Clough, RSM 
 

We, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, gathered from 11 nations and one U.S. territory, wish 
to speak a word of comfort, a word of hope to our world. In this time of discord and 
violence, of struggle and suffering, we turn to God for insight and strength. 
 
Grateful for the many people of all nations and races and religions who continue to seek 
justice and to love their neighbors, we choose to recommit ourselves to  
 
  grow in the practices of nonviolence and peace-making; 

    honor our own internationality and the dignity and worth of all persons; 
    seek interracial understanding and equality; 
    care for Earth, attending to the issues of climate change, the human right to clean 
                       water, and the dangers of  extractive industries; 

 educate ourselves on gender identity and sexual orientation, always respecting 
  the dignity of each person; 

    serve and advocate with and for persons who are impoverished or marginalized; 
    accompany immigrants, refugees and victims of human trafficking in their quest 
                       for safety, freedom, and a better life; and 
    defend the lives, dignity, and equality of women.  

 
We join and invite others to make common cause in these efforts. 

 
We place our confidence and hope in God and in the wisdom of many religious traditions 
that teach: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 

 
 
Silent Reflection 
 
 
Intercessions: Aware of the needs of the planet and our personal, communal limitations we 

remind ourselves of our commitments and our trust in God’s desire to work 
through us, so we pray… 

 
    ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We recognize a yearning for oneness in all of creation, in all peoples and 
within our Institute. 

     ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We hear a call to strengthen our relationships with one another through 
reverence for our international and intercultural community. 

     ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We see oppressive social norms and systems call us in this moment 
to act to become better educated and to participate in engaged dialogue 
     on gender identity and sexual orientation. 

 ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
  



 
 

 We hear a demand to embrace anew our Critical Concerns through the 
lens of nonviolence, and to grow in our personal practice of nonviolence 
and peacemaking. 

     ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We challenge ourselves to work zealously toward the sustainability of all 
life by caring for Earth’s ecosystems, addressing global climate change, 
advocating for the fundamental right to clean water and committing 
ourselves to an integral “ecological conversion”.  

  ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We live our commitment to eliminate personal, communal and 
institutional racism while working to dismantle structures, policies and 
processes that oppress. 
 ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We advocate for the intrinsic value of women’s lives and to promote  
equality of women in Church and society. 
 ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 
 

 We act in solidarity with migrants, immigrants, refugees and victims of 
human trafficking, seeking with them a more just and inclusive world 
 ~ God of Mercy, Wisdom and Mystery, help us to respond. 

 
We stand in wonder, awe and responsiveness in the presence of God whose breath 
has stirred within us and caused our hearts to thirst for fullness and wholeness of 
life. May we live the commitments to which we have been called and in so doing 
invite others to respond. We say this in the name of the Holy One.  Amen. 

 
Blessing:  Through Christ Jesus may we be set free from all captivity.  Amen 
 

With Christ Jesus may we be sent forth as witnesses to Love. Amen 
 

In Christ Jesus may we be born to new life.   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

 


